
Message from the Headteacher, 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

It is amazing to think that a year has passed and what a year it has been. So much has happened 

and we finish this year saying by goodbye to the fine vintage of 2017.  They have been such an 

amazing group of children and their next schools are very fortunate indeed.   

We will also be saying goodbye to 2 people who have been at Tockwith for  a number of years – 

Debbie Loach and John Wardle. 

 

Mrs Loach will be leaving us to work with her husband and the ever expanding Ainsty Gymnastics 

(www.ainstygtc.co.uk.) It has been a pleasure working alongside Debbie for the last four years as 

a Teacher and an Assistant Headteacher. She is such a caring teacher who wants the best for all 

the children in her class and goes above and beyond the call of duty all of the time. Her bubbly 

personality and empathy will be sorely missed by the staff as well. I know how well Debbie is 

thought of by the children and parents of Tockwith. We wish her every success in the  future 

and don’t worry, I have her number on speed dial for supply cover! 

 

The first ever person I ever met at Tockwith was John Wardle. I was treated to Tommy Cooper 

impersonation and it was at that moment I knew I was going to work with a fun loving personality 

with a real zest for life. John has served the school for many years making sure it is clean and 

tidy for the children and his commitment to the school has been incredible. John will retiring to 

Bridlington to enjoy long walks on the beach.  John’s departure will leave a large gap in Tockwith 

and we will all miss him a lot – especially Neville! 

 

We will be welcoming new members of staff next year. 

 

Mr Goodacre, who has been a student teacher with us this summer, will be joining us as Class 

Teacher in Year 5. Mrs Curry will be joining the Reception team for one day a week and Mrs Cook 

will be joining us at the front of school to work in the office. We look forward to welcoming all 

our new members  of staff and initiating them into the Tockwith way.  

I wish you all a very happy holiday .  

Justin Reeve 
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Scores on the Doors 

 
We started off the half term with Year 6 completing their SAT tests and Year 2 completing some 

quizzes! Our children and staff ‘s attitude towards the SATs deserves high praise. There is a 

steely determination but also a clear view that this does not dominate our teaching and learning in 

school.  

Our results for this year have been fantastic as you can see. We have not been informed of the 

national average for Key Stage 1 data and we are still awaiting the progress measures.  It is really 

important to note that this a very narrow view of the school and only takes account of the        

children’s performance in Reading, Writing and Maths. We like to think we celebrate so many other 

areas of primary school life that do not appear in performance tables.  

 

Key Stage 1 Data – end of Year 2. 

 
 

Key Stage 2 Data 

 

Writing Tockwith 2017 Tockwith 2016 National 2016 

Expected 81% 67% 65% 

Greater Depth 26% 19% 13% 

Reading       

Expected 85% 70% 74% 

Greater Depth 37% 33% 24% 

Maths       

Expected 82% 78% 73% 

Greater Depth 41% 30% 18% 

Key Stage 2 - Year 6 

Tockwith 

2017 

National 

2017 

Tockwith 

2016 

National 

2016 

Reading         

Expected 84% 71% 82% 66% 

Greater Depth 36%   27% 19% 

Writing         

Expected 88% 76% 77% 74% 

Greater depth 28%   18% 15% 

Maths         

Expected 84% 75% 77% 70% 

Greater Depth 20%   23% 17% 

Spelling, Grammar and           

Punctuation 80% 77% 82% 72% 

Reading, Writing and Maths    

combined 76% 61% 68% 52% 



Message for the Chair of Governors 

 
Since our decision to explore conversion to Academy and our Consultation Period earlier 

in the year the Governors have been very busy. We have read reams of papers,         

documents, policies and letters. We have communicated and met with members from all 

areas of the Ebor Academy, North Yorkshire County Council and the diocese. We have 

supported all the staff through TUPE and due diligence checks and followed the       

progress of legal and administration changes. We have met with the Governance Leader 

to discuss what a Local Governing Body will look like and how our role will evolve.   All 

this alongside our regular governor meetings, visits and duties. 

 

What I will say at this point is how proud I am of all the staff in school who have      

embraced this period of Due Diligence. Every inch of the school and its daily life has 

been observed, investigated and assessed and I can assure you representatives from 

Ebor Academy have been most impressed by what they have seen. I can also tell you 

that as this process of Due Diligence is a two way thing, we have also made sure that by 

our investigation, questioning and scrutiny we are happy with Ebor. 

 

We recently met to look at all the information gathered so far, right back to the start 

of the process. We went through every step of the journey, every question and       

comment raised, every piece of information gathered, every visit, meeting and          

communication. We asked all the staff and the Teaching Assistants if they were still 

convinced that we were heading in the direction they wanted to go and finally I asked 

every member of the Governing Body if they were still convinced that we were on the 

right path. The answer was a unanimous yes. This is the right fit for our school at this 

moment in time. 

 

We are a very special school.  We have amazing children, dedicated and passionate 

staff, supportive and loyal parents and a focussed and hands on Governing body. We are 

the complete package and have much to give to the Ebor Academy. I am hoping that 

they learn much from us. However, following this period of investigation, I and the 

whole Governing Body are convinced that we will also gain much from belonging to the 

Ebor family and that this relationship will take us forward into the future. 

 
 



Year 6 Leavers 
 

It has been a pleasure to see our Year 6 children blossom into the fine young people 

they are. They have been a fantastic role model to the other children in school. I wish 

them every success in the future.  

 

We went to Xscape in Castleford and did Gravity and Laser zone. Gravity is a trampoline 

park. In gravity there was a crash matt, the dodgeball pit and a basketball shoot.  I loved 

the bit where Mr Reeve got his round off back flip but the next day he couldn’t walk!!  

Laser zone is a maze with three bases and three teams: yellow, blue and red, you have to 

try destroy the other teams base with a laser.  I was on the blue team and in the first 

game I came 23rd out of 26 and in the second game I came 14th. My favourite part was 

when I destroyed the yellow base. I also went in a hurricane simulator. It was really 

weird but fun. I really enjoyed the day and I would just like to say a huge thank you to 

Mrs Perry, Mr Reeve, Mrs Algar and Mrs Spurr for organising this because I loved it and 

I’m sure everyone else did too. It was an amazing end of year trip.    

Katie Loach 



Twist 
The year 5/6 children treated us to an absolute epic performance of Twist. We were all 

blown away by the talent on and off the stage. The year 6 children were very ably     

supported by the Year 5 children and I was so impressed with the solo performances of 

some the children (8 in total!). The singing and acting was fantastic. Thank you to   

Tockwith Players as well for the loan of costumes and for everyone else who helped with 

the play.  



Sports Day 

As always, our Sports day was incredibly well attended and saw the reigning champs   

Rupert win again. The children were incredible and I think my highlights of the event 

were seeing 3 year 6 children holding hands running down the finishing line and seeing 

children cheer each other on and enjoy others successes.  I know that the part you see 

is competitive sprinting but  I wanted to remind you that in the morning the children 

work together as teams completing a variety of different sporting challenges. This is an 

absolute pleasure to see how well our children work together and gives all the children 

the chance to experience success.  A massive thank you goes to Mrs George who        

organises such a slick event. Also thanks to Mrs Wright, Mr Thomas and Mr and Mrs 

Corbett for volunteering.  



Tockwith's got Talent 
This year saw a fantastic variety of acts in the annual Tockwith's got Talent            

competition. The school were entertained by singers, comedians and even dancing using 

yoga balls! Our fabulous judges, Mrs Corbett, Mr Wardle and Audrey had a very tough 

decision to make. After lots of deliberation, the winners of this years Tockwith's got 

Talent were the amazing Year 2 singers. A huge congratulations to Isabel Cook, Pippa 

Milmore and Lucy Scott! Well done to all other finalists and to other children who      

auditioned. Mr Wardle also took to the stage to perform a variety of Tommy Cooper 

jokes. There wasn’t a dry eye in the house, he made us cry with laughter! An amazing 

way to say goodbye to our fantastic caretaker. 

 

Inter-house Music Competition 
Once again, the school competed in the Inter House Music Competition where each 

House took to the stage to perform their song. All four houses were fantastic and the 

staff and judges were blown away by their high standard. Huge congratulations to the 

winning house Cromwell, their version of Something Just Like This was incredible. 

 

Miss Hargreaves 



Reverend Shaw 
This year’s church service was a 

bit more poignant as Reverend 

Shaw said goodbye to the      

children and the children said 

goodbye to him. We wish        

Reverend Shaw a very happy and 

peaceful retirement and thank 

him for being so involved in   

Tockwith school life. We will    

really miss the stories about   

Barbara. Personally, I would like 

to say thank you to Roy for his 

help, support and guidance over 

the last 4 years.  

Band – rocks n pops 
I can’t believe that it has been a year since we welcomed Rocks N Pops into our school. It 

is fair to say that they have had a real impact in our setting. Particularly for the children 

who have been participating in lessons and playing with the band. Andy Criley has offered 

a wide range of lessons including electric guitar, singing and drums. Our band have       

performed for the school and have even gigged in York! I have been amazed with the    

progress they have made and the confidence they have shown. If you want any further 

information please ask in the office.  



Street Names 
 

Congratulations to Isaac, Joseph, Mila and Lydia who chose the winning names for the 

newest streets in Tockwith. The winning names for the new Linden homes development 

are : 

Bunting Drive, Bramblegate Road and Cows Tail Lane. These children have helped create 

history and I would like to thank Linden homes for giving our children the opportunity to 

do this. On another note, Linden Homes have kindly offered to help sort out our decking 

at the front of the school – excellent news! 



Skipton Castle 
On Thursday 22nd June, Year 1 and Year 2 travelled to Skipton Castle. They were taken 

around the castle where they were shown the banqueting hall, the bedrooms and the    

arrow slits where they pretended to be archers! The trip was incredible with the children 

re-enacting many aspects of castle life. However, the trip was not complete until we had 

visited the long drop (very smelly) and the dungeon. It was a really enjoyable trip and a 

big thanks goes to the volunteers who came along to help.  



Strings 
Y4 string ensemble recently performed twice to parents in the school hall and at the 

opening of the school gala. What a lovely sound and a great programme of music. Good 

luck to all our budding violinists and cellists.  Mrs George 

Year 2 
Year 2 continued experimenting with new 

ways of engaging their learning by trialling 

a new educational website called 

Flipgrid.  This allows pupils to answer    

questions set in class with video          

feedback.  The pupils can record their    

answer verbally and even watch each     

others responses.  It has been a lot of fun 

to trial and has really helped some pupils to 

collaborate and give more in depth          

responses. Mr Skidmore 



Science day 
Our Science Week began on 6th June and was a big success with every class involved in 

different activities in their classrooms, a huge circuit of science investigations in the hall 

and the displays around school looked fantastic. We ended our learning journey with a Big 

Bang on the Friday when all parents were invited and a real Science Professor, Paul Ko 

Ferrigno, came and gave a presentation and demonstration on the playing field involving 

exploding matter! Everyone enjoyed meeting him and children and parents are still talking 

about it now. Tockwith are applying for the Primary Science Quality Mark Gold award so 

there will be lots of investigations and  other science activities going on during the next 

academic year. Watch this space.   Mrs George 



Police/speed 
Children from Tockwith Primary School spent some time monitoring traffic outside of 

their school recently, after learning about the role that their local Community Speed 

Watch team plays in keeping their village safe. 

Jamie Smith, Community Speed Watch coordinator from the North Yorkshire Police 

Traffic Bureau came along to speak to the children about road safety and took along 

some of the equipment used by Community Speed Watch groups, so the children could 

have a go. 

School council members and some of the school's junior road safety officers measured 

the speed of passing vehicles, to help spread awareness of the need to slow down when 

passing the school and driving through the village. They received plenty of thumbs up 

and waves from supportive motorists. 

Despite the soaring temperatures, the children were excellent at recording the speed 

of the vehicles and recognising car makes and models. 

Speaking about the afternoon Jamie said “The children were brilliant and really inter-

ested in the equipment used to help keep their village safe. They all paid close attention 

to the presentation and hopefully have learnt some lifelong road safety tips which will 

help to keep them safe. 

Many thanks to Mrs George and Mr Waller for all their assistance with the JRSO’s. 


